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Modern approach to semantics 
and its impact on the Quran and Sunnah 




Abstract: 

Tire issue of signification in language is as old as man. 
Structuralism has changed the relation of signifier and signified. 
According to the modern approach language is not more than a 
name of cultural codes, in this way, importance has been given to 
the signifying system rather than meaning. In Islamic intellectual 
history, a group of Muslim scholars had an opinion of natural 
relation between word and its meaning. One of them was Abbas b. 
Sulaiman a Mutazali scholar. But ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jamat 
scholars ’ have different approach. In short, if we have a belief that 
a society gives meaning to a word then the approach to Shariah 
and the Quranic injunctions will be interpreted in the light of 
societal demands. We will have to admit the authority of time, 
space and society over meaning of the Quran and Sunnah which is 
against the teachings of Islam 
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"The idea that there is a natural correspondence between sound and sense, 
and that words acquire their contents and value through a certain sound 
symbolism, has at all times been a favourite one with linguistic delettanti, the 
best-known examples being found in Plato's Kratylos." 46 
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(ji* Ju-r” {Jj i [ &'f \JC fc/Lf' (Jv^ <23(jl> c? ij 

^ y'\JJJCZjZ £ L-O^M3^ 3^ 

1/^1-^ l>jO/ J^lj £J 4 _Jy** 

__'C^ijf (Ferdinand de Saussure)vJif "P 

\y£ L- i-j)i?y" - Lj ^“Cours de linguistique generale” 

j ^ 4-/) L^f- ^ ft %j iC( oT ^ * s' 

ku {/‘l ijisj) i~{ l?jif /L £^cf‘jt}L J Oisj(J^’ (pj S£- C$ j%? y 

?. \J^ 9^vjl(Signifier)i^ (j~ (Arbitrary) (j> j£ j»l PJ& sf cbl*^ -A ij/^ 

wl'12 1 ('Lfe*^/l_^ (JLj./(S ignified) J^llj^Jie) 

iJ‘Jy^jiJ^yiJi^(ijt 2—yii~(^ 3 eLj^j^tz-^yufxfjZ ijP'jtfi 

^*3 j3* d* jyc li&jJijtiL. 

: Jl <z~ \JC{Jy^JtJ\\L£)SZrJilC'y'-<£- (j>f 

t/-Xj*b:JL/di2-xd:j\j: JZif' Jjpifc* 
2—yifl{$* LJ' L- \e Jl.” yl Jv A- L-L- if”ik tf <£~ bf 

(3^ ijy^ l}f j\j/ J? 3$ wL 2 / (jf* 

i}ftl£jijy^£j'l/-j!f i}/If &’ %}c j>\ cl~ kk Zpj J&” %\L& 

\j&)'L&J i; i£.<L-yi\j&C^ z£j\J\ (jT* J? ^ 3 ~ tjl z3-J ijtf [J** 
£-/\JCJ^- yj[f‘\£jtlj}<J\-Jl 
cT ^ >l£jTj/ J'c~~ [f’ ^ U? ij* c3~<~ (/‘L ij~* (J* <^L ^/l «i_>? 

3uj )j u^^-' l$ j jIj / J<j*z <^— <3 j 

it • ' *fh it ' / ** ** ** ** 

- r ^ £ ii»i(jf* Z_>? i^ ^ u^^lT l J T 




rr 


— C^L'l Jb 


(r*u >//,) ri ij Li/yi 


t*y S f (J~* (Jl^c- fc*y U ^ 

(3*12 (JL7*^ bU l/4L(/L<^C^79l^U 

_<^('L‘^(Cultural Codes) 

^ c/l c/I 

fitf <L<9 <L/ ij& f ji A <J? f £T &£A J'i i// ^ br J^cT 

(Product) J-/99./ jXl )/ c— ^oC’c/l kj/99^ V (j/* £ <c^ / (Signifying System) 

(Jr' 79 1 9Ij/l (*liz) l^sy^lr* 99 £ ^_- t^C (J (Social Convention)(J^(J.lr' 79I 

J.b'/tjLJvjrr 

(J^ (jL/ll^(JI £ (Jf Z_UZ— /.)Za!£A-£~i$X'\JZ—siMl 

_^(j/ £f.t*rr 

“Signified” 79 )^ "£S<” (j^ "Jb” 9</ ^ “Signifier”^/^ ^79rV 

(jT lf~ J>U* »/c~ 

L (Jl/Z^llz) 42/12919^9 7*1/ i/(Jl7*-<£- 1/(j/ (Jr^ 99 / JLv i_ >9iC9^ 

titjljlj^iS^Jlf (Jj! (JlJj? ZL (Langue) d/tJ 

(j^(J/(j“9^ (3^j9U99(J(jL>(jU^^’c/l_<^ ,C>9 (J 

_^bli/^(Jl^J^)>?lJ9!Ll>7l^(3 !l> L 

-<£- c^>U-( 3 >y/ (J(JL j[f' \ 5 ^ (Langue) J^tJ 79 ifV 

9!/*<£— j9>L-<^-(J Jl/^KParole) j9>l^/ll^C9l (J j/lJ i_ 79if'9 / ' 

1$ J)J L <£_- c/I j/i-7 tj *£— 7>9 (J dfdJ *^l/* 7 ^* t/Z" IvU-l^vlP®/-^ 7$/ 

(cMy* i/d/iJ J^L*l/»J79l ^1/^* tL~J^i~ J 97 L ,/ZL c/I cji'f c/^ d/iJ 

rA * 

- l£ 

Lj79Ic/*^ (^^If"tU-l<c 7 U -/-2 llci^<i- 9 y./(^llz)c/l79I(• liz) l>y 1 ^tlL7(J/ 

// 1/ 1. 9 /<=J ^ _JU ^l / ^ J^~ J- lr <(\& lju/i-Jt L. * 4r 




-: fa jA/./l/‘lKjy.*»j Jt> 


(r*u>y/j) ri ^Li/yi 


At b fay fa fa lA&<L^U> Jftic/I^i/I 

<z—fa (J<lrW<£-1*/A^/JA fl-Jt 2 —j rtfa fa£l {f <L-b*L/blJl 

C ** • ' 

Lfa fa G- fa L-falcJ A tr/ A 1 ^ L^Lv'j/ (jf* U-^ t*U 

ij'i (ji/’j _<£- >b£- / * A 7 bsjzf^ A by i $^jy (jy~£r t*^ A > 1^*1 i^i >>i 

fa fa J>^ fa fa>^> c£-~ fai 1 ^ fa lJ‘jfa fai 

t (3 >*12 AkA fa fa 1 fa £ <^- (cA^A <J'bjjy tu A A ^ i^^ 

fa os t £ ^ j / t/i vji fa's fa ^ A u if A A/i> i a < A fa fa' T_^ AV 

^ A <3V joj nsr A £"<£-’ A-A A A ^ ja A 

y A tffkfa&fafa iffa U~ U } A (f l «r'brt 
ifa ly £~ijij fa jz $[i i ijjb'ijij fa yj i s fa\?* ^ fa zl.) ('i* A £ <^ Ji> i 

fa <j‘ A l-bfafSfa l )faj>\ fa fas faC b -A ^ fa*/ 

£ <^ A A (J~* (>A £-<£_ ^ fa£— A) A>* >y A A £<^- lA (3*G& >y L*U 

_<£- tzj'i) —/l> AlA ssfa j^lT c^Sjfa fa^fas A 

oA^vyz_^A fafafajhzfafax^j* 2 *fa\$ fad i;/At/i 

fa fajjfan fa?.£~ iieiyZ’-tZr&ififij 1 jy^ 1 j?ijyijiJySfj 

ifa^iJ^S A,->y lfaZi*iJlf)fa Jfayt fafa fa fa \s aii(Jt fay: 

A A A^' 1 - o? A av A ^ A 

ifi)fyjftji<{fa' fay fa\ A ty? 

fa£b 

iu/fair^i(fu''jfj<fi’Wtufa(fafa&fah6'\iAi”^ * 


fafa $$ UdlAifa ?(Social Animal)(Jl^(J.lr i^ffa c/* 


- (Cultural Animal) 




ri 




(r*i &/S 3 ) ri Ij Li/ui 


^ (Paradigm) yI (jT* y li^ ^ jo? y" * 

y r ^yf L (Form)^lj UiJ * 

yJ’SSiF*yty z~{b<z-Jj** 3 Jo? fiJsi'fjA 

\JC<^j\, l (j z£'f yisf 1/ 

♦ ♦ ♦ 6 ♦ •* 

^{J'l-ijt ?(^lP (J>L 
♦ ♦ ♦ 

* * L ♦ ♦ ♦♦♦* » 

oCrU->i$£/y^cf*-L>(J^*2 _(^>LvjI(J^*( j>l 

tP yi[j?’ iS? bU LL (JlV* i$ij&li~)>y y"atj^ i~C^ 

-Jif Jl sL~£&\5? ( $ 

LJk JZ<L-j\yK2-X^J* L-&J. Jl 

y^^L-ty* s^yy^ 

$ y^S2— If 33c^ $ J?y* U? 

^{j^yy^ sit? 

j)\ J&\c— \jG £_U Lj^j (J^ / ^li'vbX I £^ijij y yt 

♦ • — / » * *♦ 

jii&pbfjf <z— *?si$ (J^*ji* 

v </^ <^uT if o) yy y ^_i? c/* ^ J ii 

i^L/UL/^li^ 

6 t ♦ ♦♦ 

o^ljJl Js>LLN1 cy*)!^jA ^Jlo ^J^aJl li» 4^-^j^-vi?! oJlS^ jJ cjU tUl CM 

43^ti L» j^p ^1p c^JlS^L£l (JlJL 01 (jLoj^'y 

1^3 jXJ ^]\ ^jl*i*l ^JlP C_5^" 1^5^^ y*-> |^>d)g.yg 1 ^ ^0*^^ 








(r*u>y/j) ri ^Li/yi 


rz. 

(J. lo (3*!#».»(♦/ U ^ Jl^*(j ^/l * 

jl^Llti)Lk£~JJj2 j\g $y f} iff f c-if If <S J*** 

' / $ ijQ \;yi y^j j&l £—\J\ $ f IjU £j\p\ 1 $ 

1$ ctff* Piif £- If (jlfli Ay-' c-A c—f? 

S (JlsjJ j 22 jf>&jy£-i 2 —i))j\i/ £/ e> 1 j y ) :> j^' 1 / 

-t^l/J^/^Uviy&J'Uyfif' iff 

J'ijfS If [f>f\ ^y^-f^i}. / >\j\ jf \y $ ij\<z-2zLf\\i}sy2 $ 

6 V * L ** ' 

*- 2 y* ^ yf& y y s i/ifiiy f \$j ja ^7. if * 

&JtJl‘^yj)lJk>Ztl&tlsJ’J , t}' l *y^jJjy't2-ff/iyJ > tG- 

-1$ Z-ba^y 

/t Sotjf ijlJfy^if*?.7%(~y * 

22 —yii—c^<^y >>£&£. \jf 2 —ytj>y 

c^'i) ^ yij>y ifjy jZijUiS*' rs’.j^yy tj\/ J* w^y* y\ 

-<f If (Decode) i—f if iffc/IrL *zf$ljy)} iff. jj/J 

j/ iji^ii f >yy if y if j)\ y> c/.y y^y* 1 y~j>t? y 

y* >.yf y y j U?u? if & y^y £~f ^ y<y ii 1 £i £ <z—£-) 

fJ^y fI y ij^f* c—JiiC'r'-il—i? (/ij^y (Keferea^dy/ij^ cy^f 

(i IT / 2- »/lf yjj L* f Jy, ii J %J$ i/ltfJ^i'Usl^J'^ljlfljjy 

-<yC$jfLifMyytf yi#yi£ r i-sji}3j 
if i y v j v L-f y 1 y—^y y if > y jf ^y y 

Jt it ^ \ijfyji£ uu ^ dij yj? Jt it l* ^ itf Mw^ivi/ 

^ Wf if'^/” OT £,DM JiH I if-<<y i/ly Jfj* 

f (.ty f \? cfy ^ y i 'y ^y\y xx ^j/” c^~ y^y > 




-: X ^ Jb 


(r*u>y/j) ri ^Li/yi 


ta 

/X jXX)\t>^ 5 f”X J)X £^i/ 

f f” J\X yijt?\g£> Ljl X 

y MXcT^yJ \)af yXXX*' $■ X X/ f JX’X (J.Itj (3*12 L wAj 

XVXc^XX ^X\SX X X >1$ 2—\)* -f yi X fjl** <z-ljh)lf 

/XZ— by/fX$ £si\j\X-fyjXX^tX Xj)i?y<z~ 

X:X^J’X'^Xh*Xj»X%'‘XXlX ijX $ 

~f 2—\&tuX c/X^ 

XX X>X&XX/”xX XX-x^>X^^^^X>X 
j^b” I X ijX'sCyCX^XX X^XX [X 

J2b %XiX fX4r’ J ^X f^’Xl^X^X^ Jy"^ 
fy*\7\s XX XXyj)\<z~ XXyfX 

LXx^^X^fX *X> c -jXA X Xy^ / XXX^> & Xy 

ar .^t ^X^L^JXy 

fij^s XjX X ( 3*12 X k IJ X^ XX i ^ fjX X*X i~jyyy 
^f il iSxx f f c^iy.XXXi 3*12 X XX Jj X l/iX ^fx <3*is* ^ fx 
ij}xx<x^kXSJ xXx<r>*? xXX^y-XX^X Xj/j\ 

\;/X J XXX ^"yj 1 l*XXnyylf 
X \y.X.c~y>x3^ XxX 

X ti^Xijf'X. jX c^iXi jy.i* X^? - X 

IjX X’ -<~X.<z~X >X7 ^jMiJ\X J‘\c r X X OTfif' 

(3~ X*XbXX‘ = — X i XyXX-j^JX’X Xt^i* 

if X>X(X Xu4-Xif X lu X f X? f Xi X^^fXiJj t wij 

fX yo^oiX^ i9t) [*Jf^X>yX^<z-^)fX'£-'[f f j y~X z^c^X. 

• h ♦ ** ♦ L • * ** 

Xi$‘X^Xjjf £sC*yjf'j)IXXl‘Jy*l(jT ftffjyXX X ^2b 7 ! 
£s\)\s > jfoy X^- t*b X j\aI ^ ^ X X 'c*^ i X / fX Xyfi *&& X 




-C*l'l i)b 


(r*u >//,) ri ij Li/yi 


n 

(J. f” /CsCiijf' tio/i} 
b/jyj^y>fJ>y5ui3y^iJ/*Xyj^i;yj>*i^iyy/^ 1 / 
-^^yyryjyyi^i^wjijy/y*^ yyryy- 

y v" y* ijJiJlJ —b <£—/ y l^y ft* ji ij.le") (3*15* uJ & h? Jij /> y U.> 

Ja~j£f /UI-^bULL ^fl&iX 

(, ** 'C ** L * —*f ^ •* 

y* )*L&jji\ {jJ?> <ijli)ijljj'<z~ dT) ^ t*U L L 

^ ^ ^ ♦* ^ ♦ £ «*«•£♦ M »• 

f/ v<;l ^ y* £c» jy ^ds( <t* u 1 

7 <^/ &t>/i) {jj£ <d? c-r MJ £~f!7. j£ \s 7 \s y yi cb/ 

/ Jy*$ij'iji^Osi^/j)\(~3ij )/_<£, fc’lf 1/3 W jZ cji'iin/\^ 
(3^(3*! i'^Sk^ycjtf 4~^ytr/*-J>& 
J.lrj( 3 ’l^ C '-<^ b>? ycy-fl fl? Jl^l/?i(jU , vjl 

y^yy^f <d? "wA^/”/y^ wU^iy iir^ jjfi yu^i 

1^ 1 y* w l £»£X7j»S J If Ij Ju> 1 ^ (3 Ui Jl/I (J^ 1^ I Ap t-u L* \J & 1 Jj cJ 

jtiJ'ifd >?S\/(fi j? 

>7.ib yyiy jy (3*^/ jfi >>j& (3^(/? 133 u<y jy* (♦/1 ij)* y* 

L)-*? c£^ cf z^J><z-3k\y ij^jbi} L^l 

iy>yy3 i$yy c 3 i^ y*_ y ( 3 ^i 3 ^ y* y^ yy (jy* &y y* y 
y^y iyyyyijyy vy/ (j y^y y i^y^ y y* jy ^ $ (j&* 

c<u (juu<y y jyiyi 

( i / ** 

/y^yy^y^^y^yyy* ^/<y^ y^^^uv^yy' 

yyiyy.y y^y*u^y^Ji- yy ^yiy^i^yy ^-j^yiyy/^yu 




-: (J^ jAw Jb 


(r*u>y/j) ri ^Li/yi 


S/t/L-f Jt <LU <L */ jf*^ A^t/u &? tLJ* 1/^ J&l 

(J^*(JiJy^ 1 

OtA U (Decode) J^A iA ij? fair Lj^I& ZcJ^A/>$ jjf 

XJ&i^SjA Ll^y J 6 ^S 6 /^ 0 ^ 6 /^ A ^r 

t— iMjii[/iJt$ ^im / A.& 

iJj\a jZ iz£j jf\ J J'jj cJj) -/c ^/ j £l A>$ \J\ J\\Atf J?f L^l Ac^-j) y 
trUl/yWt^l^Jyt^j^ (J. 10(3*12'(J^*^olAlc^ 1 y / / ^(jC>_^_U(j'^^^c- ; ^ :> (j'y , y'i 

L 

\.jf a* f <-> *} fAu AcA cA y 

^ u 0i< ^ (*/l/vjl 4^ sJ^L-faiJ i&ZLJe jlJ y* (/y^1£< L ^lf 

{Sdfyc?* jA A? wiv y* y< - * £ ^ y</< 1 ^ 

w<5 1 $(^iP >A£/y^ l/* -^'T" ^ J>t <^L CifU'l( > i/I^(3l^ >£/) 

)\j\tz~j5 $ tjb) iji*j A* »>£~ fi/&ij'ij? u A fa A v i$ {j&> (juj 

<l l/< ^ 

w&Aj a? a $ u^vj^faA S (*i/i}L j i/(*i/£S(y ij^i 




n _ri ^i^ui 

CsIfJlfMflf 

y^J : (Ajjx1]\ oU«lk^ail ^ KiS (J* ^i} —I 

-*i rrr.jtyjJ : /t <ij/^\Jijiij 

jr: l Jibs ~r 

jr : ^ytJiolZJiyj jr 

^ 6 j jh 

-ra^l ~/r>js -i 

jr: laths' -L 

yil'ijy' -A 

-99: f l SUbS -9 

J * 
Jl 

J^r : ^IJL/y' J r 

jr'ibJ&jAji/tij^ {^lif : j^ltit t ,l2Jtj/j jr 

-r^ijvr' jr 

Jd 

_AI_A*(/ 

-'Ic/djA^ & ^\X?'iJ& Jil})\'/ j£ 

oZ’i/} t J !fl l> r rftjb t (7tf.ll J jA j A f Jl/ JA 

_rir</ 

&iy\ijudi t Jtf.J Jiy jq 



rr _(rnoy'j) ri 

<r g, ^ ^J^Ui ^ t/ cT i <Jtf-J <&'/ ~ rr 

Jrj 

J_rr 

-rr 

tA -,UA^ f J^j^ J <*j>0-\ -M 

O') ijr^lj 7 / fits : jft 0? '»J^I& O-}J^L/<^UJ<L}bl) JtL 

J 1 LiJ 1 (fiW+cJ^) n ytil\-iM\ i Jr^I jM jj t* 

jrJ t r&J J *\)if l fl}~ J t t J l£ r.J t df'/ _rA 
s^y* (Jt: O^) ^\j) < Jr*tl((^ j Jy^ iy / O- ^ ‘Cf,^J* ciJJb ~ r 9 

_r* 

,j/ J&?-.(.? AsJisA&tf<>yw& - ri 

jH f irA t / f i2/ f (^_ 0 r) f ^i/ 

J k'J J&S'-f-? AS.7i)A)\$W ^ <>yw*$ -rr 

-d^t/JS/.^DiJ^ij 

-ri : ^i?vy _ri 

JV.r^J^Ui^t/cT ' <Jtf-J<&'} -r^ 

JV.r^J^Ui^t/cr < JO-J<&'} -rA 

-rit/.iS/^i^V^Ji/^iv _rr 





rr 


— \ /‘lAjAto Jb 


(M &/S 3 ) ri ^Li/ui 
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